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M being many. are. one. Body i in Chrif; and. every one 
members one of anotber. 50 


O determine with ſome degree of erackbeſt- 
the extent of thoſe reciprocal duties, which 
Chriſtianity teaches us to exerciſe towards each 

other, it will be neceſſary to conſider, what our 

preſent ſituation in this world is. The reſult of 
this enquiry will inform us, that we are placed by 
Divine Providence in ſuch circumſtances, as muſt 
make our ſocial virtues the directing principle of 
each. man's conduct towards his neighbour. For 
this very purpoſe kind and compaſſionate attention 
to our fellow-creatures-1s implanted in our nature, 

baniſhing all improper ſelfiſhneſs and narrowneſs 

of mind,. all undue partiality to our own little con- 
cerns, and communicating an univerſal and moſt - 
beneficial influence upon the happineſs of all a- 
round us. 


| To eſtabliſh the truth of this general obſerva- 

tion on thoſe ſtrong foundations, which reaſon © 
may ſuggeſt to us, let us confider, what wou'd have 
| been 
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been the conſequence, if the human race had been 
ordained by the Providence of Almighty God to 
have lived in a ſtate of abſolute independence on 
each other. The rich wou'd then have wanted the 
aid of their inferiors, and the lower ranks of peo- 
ple would have been deprived of the-favor and pro- 
tection of their opulent fellow-creatures. A total 
ſuſpenſion of the common acts of humanity muſt 
have taken place. Ty} 

Or, if we had been deſtined to a ſtate of equali- 
ty, without any ſubordination or neceſſary con- 
nection with our brethren in this world, men 
wou'd have lived in a ſullen diſregard and inatten- 
tion to the intereſts of mankind, and a ſavage diſ- 
poſition wou'd have prevailed univerſally. All their 
views 1n this life muſt have been partial, confined 


and ſelfiſh. Pp - 


Even in the preſent better conſtituted ſyſtem we 
ſee enough of this, to make us bleſs the Divine Pro- 
vidence, which has made the neceſſity of our pre- 
ſent Situation the principal bond of union, and 
concord, and order, among mankind. As the dif- 
_ ferent members of the body, according to the beau- 
tiful alluſion of Scripture, are ſo framed, that the 
| one 
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one cannot ſay, I have no need of thee, ſo is it in 
the general conſtitution of Nature. The world. 
wou'd not ſubſiſt a day or hour without that mu- 
tual aſſiſtance, which the one part contributes to 
the other. All wou'd be confuſion. Without this 
chain of amity, Society cou d not be maintained. 


The ſame wiſe proviſion obtains in all well regu- 


lated governments: which would inſtantly be diſ- 


ſolved and deſtroyed, if each man was left to direct 

his own concerns. There muſt be a common at- - 
tachment of every particular perſon to the good of 
the whole, a general contribution of the weight, 
the influence, and the ability of all, or the diſtrac- 
tion and ruin of the community would neceſſarily 
follow. We are not therefore left at liberty to look 
only to the things, which more immediately con- 
cern ourſelves, but we muſt attend alſo to the in- 
tereſts and happineſs of 1 | 


Thus much may be readily deduced R the ex- 


perience we have of the ſcene now paſſing before us, 


and from our own reflections on that conſtitution 
of things, of which we are made a part by the wiſe 
diſpoſal of the great Creator. But we may refer 


this matter to a much better deciſion than our own; 


for 
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for God has expreſsly told us, in the words of the 


Apoſtle, © that we being many are one body in 


© Chriſt, and every one members one of another. 


If then mankind Gould ſuffer wemſeden to be 
ſo far influenced by the Authority of God, as to 
fulfill his benevolent intentions towards us, by con- 


ſidering our private and perſonal happineſs, as inti- 


mately connected with the common welfare, if we 


would indeed act, as members one of another, 
what ſalutary conſequences would. inevitably enſye?- 


A view of things, more productive of every bleſ-- 
ſing to the whole race of mankind cannot eaſily be 


formed by imagination. A Society of Men would 
then appear, acting with generous and open hearts, 
without diſguiſe, without reſerve, without mean 


artifice, and, actuated upon Chriſtian principles, 
with a ſincere intention to do all the good they can 


to them, who, in moſt reſpects, are placed, even in 


this life, upon an equal footing with ourſelves; 


and whatever temporary differences or diſtinctions 


now exiſt, may be our ſuperiors hereafter. 


[Let not therefore thoſe, who by uncommon abi- 
lities, by fortune, by education are raiſed above 
their 
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Kheir wean; in this life, think of theniſelves, on 
thoſs accounts, more highly, than they ought to 


think. Every man, even the leaſt in common eſ- 
timation, even he, who lives in the moſt abject 
condition, yet if by a regularity of life, and ſobrie- 
ty of conduct, he contributes to the promotion of 
God's Kingdom on earth, is entitled to the com- 
mon bleſſings of Providence here, and to the pro- 
tection of this Spiritual Communion, of which he 
is a member, and has an equal claim through the 
favor of his Maker in a future and better ſtate, to 
be placed high in the heavenly regions, and to ſit 
among the greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The difference of ſtation can be no diſparagement, 
no diſgrace to any man, if it does not ariſe from 

miſdemeanor and miſconduct, -becauſe that diverſity 
is the appointment of God himſelf. | 


There is at ik this con- 
nection, this memberſhip.of men one with another, 
which ſelfiſh perſons are not apt to conſider; which 
is, that we cannot enjoy the good things of this life, 
unleſs we contribute to the ſupport and well-being 
of others, by hol labour _ aſtance Land jure 
| 3 obtained. 5 
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But I nega not ( are fo's arguments to eſtabliſh- 

the neceſſity of thoſe duties, which the doctrine of 
the apoſtle includes in it, when he aſſerts, that we 
are Members one of another. He has himſelf given 
us a detail of theſe duties in the words immediately 
following the text. As they are well worth our 
moſt attentive conſideration, and will beſt recom-- 
mend themſelves, J ſhall recite the whole Ralle 


60 Having chen, ſays. the Apoſtle, gift differing's 
ax: according, to the grace that 1s given us, let us 
« prophecy according to the proportion of faith; 
t r miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtry; or, he 
<« that teacheth, on teaching; or, he that exhort- 


e eth, on exhortation; he that giveth, let him do 


« jt with ſimplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; 
« he that ſheweth mercy, with chearfulneſs; let 
« love be without diſſimulation. Abhor that which 
« js evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly: 
« affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 
r honor preferring one another. Not ſlothful in- 
« buſineſs; fervent in ſpirit; ſerving the Lord. Re- 
joicing in hope; patient in.tribulation; continu- 
ing inſtant in prayer; diſtributing to the neceſlity- 
of the ſaints; given to hoſpitality. Bleſs them, 
© which perſecute you; bleſs, and curſe not; re- 


” joice 


1 

* joice with them that do rejoice; and weep with 
« them that weep. Be of the ſame mind one to- 
<< wards another. Mind not high things, but con- 
«© deſcend to men of low eſtate. Be not wife in 
* your own conceits. Recompence to no man evtl 
s for evil. Provide things honeſt in the fight of 
all men. If it be poſſible, as much as heth i in 
* you, hve n y with all men.” | 


Can there poſſibly be a better comment on the 
Apoſtle, than this recital of Chriſtian duties, con- 
ſidered in their natural tendency to promote har- 
mony and good will amongſt men. It is ſo condu- 
cive to this end, that every word beſpeaks its 
divine original. There is not a fingle exhortatien 
in the whole catalogue, which does not coincide 
exactly with the intention and defign of St. Paul, 
when he aſſerts, that we are Members one of ano- 
ther. And the whole together invariably points to 


the ſame great object; and would, if duly attended 


to, produce that peace and unanimity, and good 
will 6n earth, which, it is greatly to be feared, 
from the paſſions, now infecting the human mind, 
can only be expected in its meg W here- 
after in Heaven. 


5 Let 
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Let us however, laying aſide, as much as may be; 


all private and petty intereſts, all unjuſtifiable pre- 


judices and partialities, endeavour to follow the 
apoſtolical in junctions, with our beſt attention and 
application. The gratification ariſing in our hearts 
from the.conſciouſneſs of having been inſtrumental, 
as fir as we are able, in the production of ſo much 


good, will be a ſufficient Rs Ts for all our 
exertions. 


It is not my preſent intention to purſue this 


matter in every particular here enjoined us. But 5 


there are ſome of the duties, recommended by the 


Apoſtle, which lead us directly to the object, for. 


which we are this day aſſembled. Let love, ſays 
« the Apoſtle, be without diſſimulation. Be kind-. 
« ly affectioned one to another with brotherly love: 


_ « Diſtributing to the neceſſity of the Saints. Weep; 


«© with them that weep. 


. Following ſuch directions as theſe, our temporal. 


intereſt, even in this life will be greatly promoted 


by the mutual aſſiſtance and ſupport we give to each 
other. A regard to preſent advantage, we may be. 


certain, will ſufficiently funulate many to a due 


obſervance 


1 
obſervance of the Apoſtle's Exhortations. For the 
mind of man, regardleſs of futurity, is very apt to 


be very powerfully influenced by the attractions of 
even temporary and ſhort lived wann 


| Pt, if there is any bead of union eſtabliſhed 
among mankind by Chriſt, or in other words, by 
God himſelf, which is calculated to promote our 
_ everlaſting intereſt, this ſurely will remind us with 
ſuperior efficacy, of that high and honorable relati- 
on, by which we are connected one with another. 
« We, being many, are one body in Chriſt.” By 
this ſpiritual union we are in this life, as we hope 
to be in the next, bound by the / moſt important 
and endearing ties. An order of Men is by God's 
appointment inſtituted, whoſe ſole employment 
is, to be going about doing good, and promoting 
the great work of happineſs and ſalvation. As this 
order of men is ſet apart for a work of ſo much 
general utility to Mankind, it is alſo by divine ap- 
pointment ordered, that a proper and ſufficient 
maintenance ſhould be allowed for thoſe, who 
diſcharge this duty. It has however happened, in 
this Country more eſpecially, that the original ap- 
pointment for this laudable purpoſe has, by means 
not now to be enquired into, been diminiſhed and 
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diverted from its proper deſtination. In ſo much, 
that, tho we t by the higheſt authority, in 
alluſion to this very order of Men, that the La- 
bourer is worthy of his hire, yet here it muſt be 
acknowledged, the reward is in general wholly un 
equal to the labour. 


The conſequence is, that we ſee thoſe, whoſe 
merits, whoſe character, whoſe zeal, whoſe ſober 
diligence and rational activity entitle them to every 
recompence, thoſe whom we are in duty bound to- 
honor for the great uſefulneſs of their employment, 
thoſe to whom, by every principle of Religion, we 
ought to wiſh good luck in and for the Name of the. 
Lord, we ſee many of theſe, I ſay, ftruggling with 


hardſhips and difficulties, incompetent to the bare 


ſubſiſtence of themſelves and families, deprived al- 
moſt of the common neeeſſaries of life, and totally 
unacquainted with the comforts and conveniences 
of it, which ought to be their lot and portion in 
common with other men, eſpecially as their em- 
ployment, from the object of it, ſtands in far 
ſuperior rank to any other occupation in this world. 


If while thoſe perſons are living, this in many 
inſtances is their — Kate, what muſt be the 


3.1 ſituation 


cal 


ſituation of cheir families, when deprived of that aid 
and ſupport, which was before with difficulty ob 
dane from a Ka 1 1 CA at 


To remedy, as 3 as -olliile, the preſſure of 
ſo much diſcomfort and diſtreſs, a ſociety has been 
formed, which may contribute to ſaften the rigour 
of ſuch undeſerved calamity. It is undoubtedly 
no common caſe. The perſons, who are the ob- 

jects of our preſent attention, beſides their neceſ- 
fitous condition, are deſcended from thoſe to whom, 
under God, we owe the higheſt obligations. For 
we owe, in great meaſure, our virtue, our religious 
knowledge, nay perhaps our preſent and future 
proſpect of happineſs to their inſtructions and ad- 
monitions both public and private. We once 
eſteemed them very highly ſor their works ſake, let 
us continue our expreſſions of regard, our ſenſe of 
the benefits, which we ourſelves, certainly the * 
nerality of Mankind have received from them, let 


us continue the eſteem we had for them to their 
unfortunate deſcendents. In proportion to the 
greatneſs of our obligations, let our munificence de 
extended to them, whoſe infirmities may have ren- 
dered them unable to be any longer our inſtructors, 
or 


I" 


or to attend to the mine of the uſual 
offices of Religion, as alſo to them, who were once 
united to them by connection and relation, and are 


now perhaps reduced to a condition abſolutely help- 
leſs and full of diſtreſs. 


Let us reflect, that, by means of this ſpiritual 
Union, we may be ſaid to be in a more peculiar 
manner one Body in Chriſt: a Body of Chriſtians ' 


bound to each other by a Holy Religion ons 
univerſal Charity and Benevolence. 


Be it ever in our remembrance, that we are to do 


good unto all men, but eſpecially unto them, which 
are of the houſhold of the Faith. 


Let us upon theſe principles, as the Apoſtle has 
enjoined us, diſtribute to the neceſſities of the Saints. 
This was formerly meant of them, who lived in the 
early ages of Chriſtianity under a State of Perſecu- 
tion. It may now be applied to thoſe Chriſtians, 
who live in diſtrefſed circumſtances, occaſioned by 
the {lender maintenance afforded to them, whoſe. 
time and whoſe labours were ſolely dedicated to the 
good of. Mankind, and the . of the Goſ- 
pel. 


* : *, 1 


Let 
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Let us eſteem it our chief honor, to have been 
admitted Members of this Holy Fellowſhip even in 


this life. Let us alſo humbly hope, that, having 
promoted the Intereſt of that Communion, which 


is the Intereſt of Chriſtianity itſelf, by a reſpectful 
intercourſe with the Servants of God, and by offices 


of kindneſs and compaſſion to them and their poſ- 
terity, we may at length together with them, who 


have watched over us for our good, enjoy the be- 
neficial effects of their labours in that more bleſſed 
Communion of Saints, which is our allotted inhe- 
ritance in that Kingdom of Heaven, which will 
hereafter be opened to all Believers: To all, who 
have been ſincere Profeſſors of the Religion of 
Chriſt, and have honored Him in his ſervants. In 
as much as ye have done it, ſays Chriſt, unto one 
of the leaſt of theſe wy brethren, ye have done it 

| unto me. 


The Duty here recommended is indeed as much 
the concern of the Laity, as of the Clergy; for, if 
integrity, if induſtry, if honeſty and upright deal-- 


ing, if indeed the cultivation of every moral prin- 
ciple, of every Chriſtian Virtue, cannot but be 
allowed to be the common concern of Mankind, as 


Members 


A 16 'Y ; 
Members one of another. Religion muſt be the 


principal Object of our attention; and the autho- 
rized Teachers of Religion, and conſequently their 
deſcendents, mult neceſſarily be allowed to be pro- 
per objects of general Patronage and Protection in 
the day of their Adverhty. ; 
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